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SUBJECT: FIFTH ANNIVERSARY SESSION OF THE "SUNDAY SEMINAR" 

MAY TAKE PLACE 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 4958, (B) STATE 79556, (C) MOSCOW 3911 

SUMMARY. ORGANIZERS OF FIFTH ANNIVERSARY SESSIONS OF THE 
"SUNDAY SEMINAR" NOW FEEL THAT IT WILL BE ALLOWED TO TAKE 
PLACE BEGINNING APRIL 17. SUMMONED TO THE KGB ON APRIL 15. 

THE HEAD OF THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE RECEIVED DISTINCT 
IMPRESSION THAT AUTHORITIES HAD DECIDED TO LET SEMINAR 
GO ON. ORGANIZERS ARE ASTONISHED AT NUMBER OF (UNINVITED) 

SENIOR WESTERN SCIENTISTS WHO HOPE TO ATTEND. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IGOR MEL'CHUK (WHO WILL READ A PAPER AT THE FIFT 
ANNIVERSARY SESSION OF THE SUNDAY SEMINAR). BRIEFED US 
APRIL 15 ON THE CURRENT STATUS OF PLANS FOR THE CELEBRA- 
TIONS. MEL'CHUK TOLD US THAT HE HAD SEEN MARK AZBEL 
(CHIEF ORGANIZER OF THE SEMINAR) AND OTHER MEMBERS OF 
THE COMMITTEE, EARLIER THAT DAY. 

2. THE SEMINAR IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN APRIL 17 AND 
TO RUN FOR THREE DAYS. ALL THE SESSIONS WILL BE IN 
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AZBEL'S APARTMENT. NO FOREIGNERS HAVE BEEN INVITED 
TO GIVE PAPERS, AND THERE WILL BE NO PAPERS ON 
SUBJECTS OTHER THAN THE "EXACT" (I.E. NATURAL) 

SCIENCES. MEL'CHUK NOTED THAT HIS OWN PAPER ON 
LINGUISTICS WAS ACCEPTED ONLY AFTER CONSIDERABLE DIS- 
CUSSION AND ONLY BECAUSE OF ALL SOVIET LINGUISTS, HE 
IS THE ONE WHOSE APPROACH TO HIS FIELD IS MOST NEARLY THAT 
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OF AN "EXACT SCIENTIST". 

3. NOT ONLY HAVE NO FOREIGNERS BEEN INVITED TO READ 
PAPERS, BUT NO FOREIGNERS WERE EVER FORMALLY INVITED 
TO ATTEND. AZBEL AND THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE HAVE 
BEEN ASTOUNDED, ACCORDING TO MEL'CHUK AT THE NUMBER 
OF FOREIGNERS WHO PROPOSE TO ATTEND. BESIDES THE GROUP 
OF AMERICANS (REFTELS B AND C), SENIOR SCIENTISTS 

FROM ALL THE MAJOR WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WANT 
TO COME. MEL'CHUK SAID A GROUP OF FRENCH SCIENTISTS, 

INCLUDING NOBEL LAUREATE ANDRE LWOFF, HAD ASKED THE 
QUAI D'ORSAY TO INTERCEDE WITH THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN 
PARIS TO GRANT THE DELEGATION VISAS. MEL'CHUK SAID 
THAT IT WAS THE CONSENSUS OF THE ORGANIZERS THAT AT 
LEAST SOME OF THE SCIENTISTS WOULD MAKE IT TO MOSCOW 
FOR THE SEMINAR. HE STATED THAT OF COURSE THEY WOULD 
BE WELCOME. 

4. ACCORDING TO MEL'CHUK, AZBEL WAS CALLED TO KGB 
HEADQUARTERS APRIL 14. HE WAS TELEPHONED (AT HIS 
NEIGHBORS) BY "HIS" CASE OFFICER EARLY IN THE EVENING, 

AND ASKED TO COME IMMEDIATELY BY A CAR PROVIDED BY 
KGB. HE WAS RECIEVED BY A GENERAL GAVRILOV FOR A 
LONG INTERVIEW WHICH WAS REPORTEDLY MARKED BY "UN- 
PRECEDENTED, EXTRAORDINARY POLITENESS" AND FOCUSSED 
ON BOTH THE SEMINAR AND ON AZBEL’S OWN, LONG-STANDING 
APPLICATION TO LEAVE THE USSR. GAVRILOV TOLD AZBEL 
THAT THE AUTHORITIES WERE ON THE VERGE OF APPROVING 
HIS APPLICATION, BUT HIS BEHAVIOR - HIS CONTACTS 
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WITH CERTAIN FOREIGNERS AND HIS CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE 
SUNDAY SEMINAR - "WERE NOT CONDUCIVE TO A POSITIVE 
DECISION IN THE MATTER." HE WAS TOLD THAT HE 
SHOULD NOT SEE THE FOREIGNERS ANY LONGER. 

5. AS TO THE SEMINAR, HE WAS TOLD THAT IT MIGHT STILL 
BE ALLOWED TO TAKE PLACE. GAVRILOV REPORTEDLY SAID 
THAT THE MAIN PROBLEM THE AUTHORITIES HAD WITH THE 

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY SESSION WAS THAT THE SEMINAR MEMBERS WERE 
JEWISH DISSIDENTS WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY HAD SECURITY 
CLEARANCES. IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, IT WAS INEVITABLE 
THAT SECRET INFORMATION BE DISCUSSED, AND THE PRESENCE 
OF FOREIGNERS "SOME OF WHOM WOULD CERTAINLY BE SPIES" 

AT THE ANNIVERSARY SESSION WAS A BAD DEVELOPMENT. 
"NEVERTHELESS, GAVRILOV REPORTEDLY SAID, "IT IS NOT 
EXCLUDED, IF ALL GOES WELL, THAT THE SEMINAR CAN 
TAKE PLACE." AZBEL REPORTEDLY OBSERVED THAT THE 
SEMINAR HAD BEEN GOING ON FOR FIVE YEARS, THAT THE 
AUTHORITIES KNEW WELL WHAT SUBJECTS WERE DISCUSSED 
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AND UNDERSTOOD THAT THE SEMINAR WAS DEVOTED TO ABSO- 
LUTELY NON-CLASSIFIED MATTERS. FOREIGNERS HAD LONG 
ATTENDED SESSIONS OF THE SEMINAR. IN ANY CASE, THOSE 
WHO MIGHT COME THIS TIME DID SO FOR THEIR OWN REASONS, 

NOT AT THE INVITATION OF THE ORGANIZERS. 

6. AZBEL AND MET ,'C.HI IK NOW BELIEVE THAT THE UNIQUELY 
POLITE BEHAVIOR OF A VERY SENIOR KGB OFFICIAL MEANS 
THAT THE AUTHORITIES HAVE DECIDED TO LET THE SEMINAR 
GO ON. ACCORDING TO MEL'CHUK, SOVIET AUTHORITIES PRESUMABLY 
FEAR REPETITION OF THE BAD PUBLICITY IN THE WESTERN PRESS 
THAT SURROUNDED THE ABORTIVE CULTURAL AFFAIRS SYM- 
POSIUM OF LAST DECEMBER. THE APPROACH OF THE 
BELGRADE CSCE REVIEW CONFERENCE MAY ALSO HAVE PLAYED 
A ROLE. AZBEL REPORTEDLY ALSO BELIEVES THAT PRESSURE 
FROM SENIOR WESTERN SCIENTISTS, WHO HE BELIEVES WERE 
READY TO ORGANIZE DEMONSTRATIONS, TO END SCIENTIFIC 
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COOPERATION WITH THE USSR, AND TO ATTEMPT TO GENERAT 
MAXIMUM ADVERSE PUBLICITY FOR A SOVIET REFUSAL MAY 
HAVE PLAYED A PART AS WELL. IN ANY EVENT THE 
ORGANIZERS ARE NOW OPTIMISTIC THAT THE SEMINAR WILL 
COME OFF. 
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